





update

Institute’s “Evening to Honor Lives of Public
Service” Salutes Four Broadcast Journalists

n the evening of November 14, the

Panetta Institute honored four highly
respected television journalists at its sixteenth
annual Jefferson-Lincoln Awards gala at The
Inn at Spanish Bay.

The tribute required last-minute adjustments as
two of the honorees — CBS News anchor and
60 Minutes correspondent Scott Pelley and
ABC News chief global affairs correspondent
Martha Raddatz — were unable to participate
because their networks called them to cover the
aftermath of the November 13 terrorist attacks
in Paris.

On hand, however, were CBS News national
security correspondent covering the Pentagon
and State Department David Martin and
NBC News chief Pentagon correspondent
Jim Miklaszewski, both of whom recounted
their experiences covering Institute chairman
Leon Panetta during his service as U.S.
secretary of defense.

In his introductory remarks, Secretary Panetta
said all four journalists “deeply understand the
importance of their profession and the duty
they hold to the preservation of our democracy.”

“An Evening to Honor Lives of Public Service”
is an annual event which was launched by
the Institute in 2000 to recognize the service
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of political leaders from both major parties
who have shown an exceptional commitment
to seeking bipartisan compromise on
important issues.

In subsequent years the Institute began
bestowing the Jefferson-Lincoln Award also
on journalists who maintain high standards
of objectivity in their coverage and
commentary, and a decision was made to
honor journalists exclusively this year.

“A democracy needs accurate and unbiased
reporting,” notes Institute co-chair and CEO
Sylvia Panetta, “and that’s doubly important
when it comes to coverage of events that
involve our country in life-and-death decisions.”

The gala dinner raises funds to cover the
Institute’s program expenses, ranging from
travel and lodging for its congressional interns
in Washington to books for children in the
Monterey County Reads program. Mrs.
Panetta reports that this year’s event was the
most successful ever.

“A DEMOCRACY
NEEDS ACCURATE
AND UNBIASED
REPORTING.”

Sylvia Panetta
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Junior ROTC Cadets Join the Volunteer Effort
for NMonterey County Reads Program

he highly successful program for helping

Monterey County children with their
reading, which the Panetta Institute launched
nineteen years ago in conjunction with the
county’s Office of Education, is now drawing
volunteers from Junior ROTC programs at
area high schools.

Commander Paul Tanks, USN (Ret.), who
heads the Naval JROTC program at
Monterey High School, describes the effort as
an opportunity for his cadets to learn
important lessons in leadership and social
responsibility while opening doors of
opportunity for elementary school children
who struggle with the written word.

“Some of these cadets were a little reluctant at
first to put this additional burden on their
schedules,” he says, “but when they actually
got to working with these kids who really
need their help, they became enthusiastic.”

The Monterey High group has a standing
arrangement for reading assistance at La Mesa
and Foothill elementary schools, and a similar
effort has been launched with JROTC cadets
at Seaside High, with participation by
additional secondary schools now likely.

In addition to high school students, Monterey
County Reads relies on volunteers from area
colleges, businesses, military installations,
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Commander Paul Tanks (left) with NJROTC
reading volunteers from Monterey High School.

faith groups and community organizations.
The program trains them and places them in
local elementary schools, where they work
one-to-one with children who are having
trouble with their reading.

“The work of volunteers is at the core of the
program,” says Chris Haubert, the Institute’s
chief of staff and programs. “Our data shows
that were having a positive impact on

children who need help.”

Since its inception, Monterey County Reads
has recruited and placed almost 3,000
volunteers, who collectively have devoted
nearly 120,000 hours helping about 15,000
young readers. To learn how you can help, go
to Panettalnstitute.org.



