The Challenge
Look at the millions of Americans living
in poverty or in prison and you’ll find that
the majority have one thing in common.
They’re unable to read at a level necessary
to prosper in our society or participate
successfully as citizens.
About 50 million American adults can read
at no higher than a fourth or fifth grade
level, mainly because they didn’t receive
the special help they needed as children.
And of course this limits their ability to
help their own children.
Here in Monterey County, thousands of
early elementary students struggle in
frustration with the printed word and
risk falling permanently behind. But you
can make a difference for them, through
Monterey County Reads.

“It’s so rewarding
to work with these kids.
As their reading skills
grow, you can see their
confidence growing too.
What used to be a chore
for them is becoming
a pleasure.”

“What are children going to do
if they can’t read?”
Sylvia M. Panetta

Nanci Perocchi, Volunteer
Monterey County Reads

“Monterey County Reads has
been a huge help to our
students. Send more volunteers!”
José García, Principal
Santa Rita Elementary School

Monterey County Reads
The Panetta Institute for Public Policy
100 Campus Center, Building 86E
California State University, Monterey Bay
Seaside, California 93955
Phone 831-582-4200 / Fax 831-582-4082
info@PanettaInstitute.org

YOU
can make a
difference

YOU can help a child
have a future

How YOU
can get involved

We celebrate
the results

Since 1997, the dedicated volunteers of Monterey
County Reads have helped thousands of area children
improve their reading skills and their chances for a
better future. Headquartered at the Panetta Institute
for Public Policy, the organization recruits, trains
and places reading volunteers in local elementary
schools, where they work one-to-one with children
in kindergarten through third grade who are having
trouble with their reading.

All reading volunteers must submit an application
and be endorsed by a sponsoring organization.
Call 831-582-4200 to see whether your school,
employer or community group is a sponsor, or how
they can become one.

At the end of each semester, special
ceremonies are held at the participating
schools. Along with a certificate of
achievement, each child receives a new
book to keep, thanks to a generous grant
from Oprah Winfrey’s Angel Network.

Along with the Monterey County Office of Education
and participating school districts, dozens of area
colleges, businesses, hospitals, military installations,
government offices, faith groups and community
organizations have joined in support of this effort. But
the success of Monterey County Reads really comes
down to thoughtful, caring individuals like you who
recognize how critical it is for a child to learn to read.

Training. All volunteers attend a two-hour training
session with a children’s literacy specialist.

Placement. Panetta Institute staff will identify
a school where children need your help and will
coordinate the scheduling of your visits.

Reading Sessions. Sessions with a child generally
last 20 to 30 minutes, always within view of a
teacher to ensure the security of the child.

Monitoring. The schools carefully track the
performance of each child to make sure they’re
making good progress.

Monterey County Reads

We also honor our volunteers. At an annual
recognition ceremony they receive the
personal thanks of Panetta Institute director
Sylvia Panetta and other local leaders,
and longtime participants receive a
Golden Threads Award.

