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Panetta Interns Get In-Depth Look at Congress

Internship Launches a Public Service Career

“�This program 

completely changed 

my life.”

 Katie Martin

 Former Panetta Intern

The Panetta Institute’s commitment to 
preparing young people for lives of public 

service is probably best exemplified by its 
nationally renowned congressional intern 
program. The Institute manages this effort for 
twenty-three California State University 
campuses and three private schools, and 
regularly hears rave reviews from participants.

“This program completely changed my life,” says 
Katie Martin, a San Diego State graduate whose 
Panetta internship in 2010 led eventually to 
service in the White House and to her job today 
in a major nonprofit organization (see below). 

Many of the country’s colleges and universities 
send interns to work on Capitol Hill; however 
the experience often doesn’t go much beyond 
subbing for the office’s receptionist or running 
errands. Panetta interns get an in-depth 
education in the legislative process, starting 
with a two-week orientation course at the 
Institute’s Monterey Bay headquarters, where 
they interact with members of Congress, 
congressional staff, political journalists and 
other Washington veterans. 

This makes it much more likely that their 
eleven weeks of service to a member of the 
California congressional delegation will 
include substantive issue research or assistance 
to a legislative aide. And, that experience is 
supplemented with regular meetings outside 
the office with some of the nation’s top policy 
thinkers and decision makers.

By her junior year at San Diego State 
University, Katie Martin had developed 

an interest in politics and international affairs, 
but she saw little opportunity to pursue it until 
she heard about the Panetta Institute’s con­
gressional intern program. She applied, was 
accepted, and soon found herself in the office 
of California congresswoman Susan Davis.

Thanks to the intensive training she received 
beforehand at the Institute, Martin was able 
to provide Davis valuable help with issue 
research and the drafting of legislative 
correspondence. And, two years later she 
landed an internship at the White House, in 
the office of the Vice President.

Today Martin serves as a senior associate for 
global health advocacy at the United Nations 
Foundation, promoting anti-malaria efforts. 

“I love my work,” she says, “and it all started 
with the Panetta internship.”

This fall’s class of interns join Secretary Panetta on the U.S. Capitol steps.

Katie Martin serves now at the U.N. Foundation.
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The highly successful Monterey County 
Reads program, the first public 

initiative to be launched by the Panetta 
Institute after the organization’s founding in 
1997, is now in its twentieth year and isn’t 
resting on its laurels. 

The reading assistance program for area 
children in grades 1 through 3 continued its 
strong record this year for number of 
volunteers recruited and number of students 
assisted, notes Institute co-chair and CEO 
Sylvia Panetta, who has kept a close watch on 
the program from the beginning. 

Since its inception, Monterey County Reads 
has trained and placed nearly twenty-five 
hundred reading assistants to work one-to-
one with about sixteen thousand children 
who were struggling with the printed word.

The program has also scored significant 
gains in quality and effectiveness, according 
to the Institute’s chief of staff and programs 
Chris Haubert. In recent years, she says, the 
effort has hired more professional staff, 
including recently retired school teachers 
and administrators whose expertise as 
assessors of student achievement has been a 
major help.

As reported last spring, assessment data for 
the 2014-2015 school year showed students 

achieving increases in reading fluency far 
above the national average for children who 
don’t receive this kind of help. Literacy 
specialists measure students’ reading ability 
before assistance begins and again upon 
completion, and the results are analyzed by a 
researcher at the Naval Postgraduate School 
in Monterey.

Monterey County Reads recruits its volunteers 
from area colleges, businesses, military 
installations, faith groups and community 
organizations, then trains them as reading 
assistants and places them in participating 
schools. Additional volunteers and organiza­
tions are encouraged to get involved.

Now in Its 20th Year, Monterey County Reads 
Keeps on Growing and Improving
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Donate online at PanettaInstitute.org

We Ask Your Help

The Panetta Institute helps 

prepare citizens for lives of 

public service and greater 

civic involvement. Please 

help us continue this work 

with your tax deductible 

donation.

MCR volunteers have helped thousands of 
area children improve their reading skills.
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